
What will The Corby Station 
Link Scheme provide

Corby is one of the fastest-growing towns in the country and it is 
vital that existing facilities are improved to meet the demands of 
this growth and the way people live and work.

The council’s aim is to reinvent Corby as a model for town centre 
regeneration. To do this the 1950s “Corby New Town” layout and 
infrastructure needs to be bought up to date for the 21st century.

A big factor in achieving this is to encourage active, healthier 
and more sustainable ways of travelling, which requires 
improving the environment.

The Corby Station Link proposal is two Schemes in one.

Improvements to the 
pedestrian and cycle facilities 
between the Railway Station 
and the Town Centre.

Is the installation of traffic and 
air quality monitoring sensors 
around the town.
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North Northamptonshire Council
CORBY STATION LINK
Public Engagement Event Feedback 
BACKGROUND

In September 2019 it was announced that Corby was selected 
as one of over 100 towns to take part in the government’s 
new ‘Towns Fund’ initiative, the government pledged to 
invest £3.6bn to unleash the full economic potential of over 
100 places. Corby Borough Council, (now part of North 
Northamptonshire Council - NNC) was invited to bid for 
up to £25 million for local projects to improve our town.

The objective of the Fund is to drive the economic 
regeneration of towns to deliver long term 
economic and productivity growth through: 

 9 Urban regeneration, planning and land use: ensuring 
towns are thriving places for people to live and work, 
including by increasing density in town centres; 
strengthening local economic assets including 
local cultural assets; site acquisition, remediation, 
preparation, regeneration; and making full use of 
planning tools to bring strategic direction and change. 

 9 Skills and enterprise infrastructure: driving private 
sector investment and ensuring towns have the space 
to support skills and small business development. 

 9 Connectivity: developing local transport schemes that 
complement regional and national networks, as well as 
supporting the delivery of improved digital connectivity 

The Town Deal Board was set up in line with government 
guidance to be the vehicle through which the vision 
and strategy was defined.  The Board produced the 
Town Investment Plan (TIP) and continues to inform 
the Town Deal throughout the term of this funding.

Corby’s bid (TIP) was submitted to government 
in January 2021.  It was announced in June 2021 
that NNC was successfully awarded £19.9m 
for four projects detailed in the TIP. 

NNC’s role is to be the lead council. Lead Councils should, 
by default, to be accountable body through which funding 
will flow. Lead councils have a seat on the board and take 
responsibility for ensuring that decisions are made by the 
board in accordance with good governance principles.



INTRODUCTION

Corby is one of the fastest-growing towns in the country and it is vital that existing facilities are 
improved to meet the demands of this growth and the way people live and work. The council 
aims to reinvent Corby as a model for town centre regeneration. To do this the 1950s “Corby 
New Town” layout and infrastructure needs to be bought up to date for the 21st century.

A big factor in achieving this is to encourage active, healthier, and more 
sustainable ways of travelling, which requires improving the environment. 
The Corby Station Link proposal is two Schemes in one.

Part One is the installation of traffic and air quality monitoring sensors around the town.
Part Two is improvements to the pedestrian and cycle facilities 
between the Railway Station and Town Centre.

The components of the scheme have been derived from public engagement exercises carried out 
by the former Corby Borough Council in 2020.  The exercise was to seek ideas from stakeholders 
for Corby Borough Council to review and explore how they could be developed as part of 
the development of the Corby Town Investment Plan submitted with the Towns Fund bid.

NNC has developed a business case and submitted it to the Department 
of Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) for funding. As part of 
the submission, a concept layout and cost estimate were provided.  

Whilst waiting on a funding decision, NNC committed to engage with road users 
and the local community in the early stages of the scheme’s development.

Subject to a successful funding application, the results of this engagement will be used by 
NNC and their project team to define the scope of the scheme in subsequent stages of the 
scheme. This will ensure the scheme can be developed and finalised with the aim of meeting the 
expectations and needs of the users, local community, and stakeholders  on behalf of the Board.

The public engagement event took place between the  
2 September 2022 and 5pm 10 October 2022.



PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT

WHAT IS THE CORBY STATION LINK? 

This document summarises the results of a public engagement 
event undertaken for the Corby Station Link scheme.

In addition to summarising the results a suggested action plan in 
response to each individual feedback has been made.

The proposed Corby Station Link scheme comprises two components:

PART ONE 

To monitor journeys made by 
foot and cycle and identify the 
need for future improvement 
schemes a network of air and 
road user sensors will be installed 
around the Corby area.  The data 
collected from these sensors will 
be collated and shared with the 
public via an online dashboard.

The system installed will be 
compatible with those systems 
already operated and used by 
North Northamptonshire Council 
and will have the ability to be 
expanded beyond the Corby 
area if required in the future.

PART TWO 

 To encourage people to use walking 
and cycling as their preferred modes 
of travel barriers to travelling by 
foot or cycle must be removed. 
A key factor in doing this is to 
provide safe high-quality facilities 
designed and constructed to the 
latest standards and guidelines.

To achieve this the new facility will 
be designed to Local Transport 
Note 1/20 (LTN1/20).  Where site 
conditions or other constraints 
prevent compliance with this 
standard, a safe and suitable 
alternative design solution will 
be proposed and approved.



THE NEED FOR A PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT EVENT

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT EVENT 

The public engagement event was not a public consultation exercise, it was an exercise 
undertaken by the delivery team to engage and seek the views of the local community 
and those who will be impacted by proposals at the concept design stage. 

This feedback would then be used to inform and develop the design brief and 
criteria used in the subsequent stages of the scheme and be used as a baseline in 
a future formal consultation exercise when the design is more developed. 

The public engagement event took place between the 2 September 2022 and 5pm 10 
October 2022. The event comprised of the erection of six display boards in The Cube in 
Corby Town Centre and the presentation of information on NNC’s consultation webpage.  



FEEDBACK

LEVEL OF RESPONSE

Feedback

Feedback from the Public Engagement event consisted of four methods which are listed below.

 9 Direct to the staff attending the display boards set up in the foyer of the 
Corby Cube between 2nd September 2022 and 10th October 2022. 

 9 Submission of their feedback on comments cards left at the display in the 
Cube between 2nd September 2022 and 10th October 2022.

 9 Submission of their feedback via NNC’s dedicated Corby Towns Fund website 

 9 Emailing their feedback directly to the Towns Board team via their email address.

 9 47 comment cards. 

 9 229 responses via NNC’s webpage. 

 9 10 emails to the Towns Board.

After removing  duplicates and invalid comments, the  number of responses 
that have been used in the analysis comprised of the following:

A summary of the results is shown below.

Website Comment card Email

31

180

5

25

17
31

Neutral

Not in favour

In Favour

3

3

4



Northamptonshire’s 2020 Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) 
estimated the population of Corby in 2020 was 72,218.  Based on this 
data, the level of feedback to the public engagement was 3.82%.

The public engagement event did not specifically request feedback or set out a structure for 
responses therefore the analysis of the feedback is largely subjective and has been based on 
the reviewer(s) interpreting the responses to determine the themes within the responses. 

Upon reviewing the feedback, twenty themes were identified. These themes 
and the corresponding number of responses have been listed below, 
noting that some responses referred to more than one theme.

5 comments were discounted as were deemed spoilt/invalid comments.

Theme Response
Considered the scheme a "waste of money" 135
Suggestion to spend funds on issues not within criteria 88
Felt the scheme not needed as there is an existing facility on south side of Oakley Rd 73
Concerns about cost of scheme 36
Support for scheme 22
Raised Safety concerns about existing and/or proposed changes at East Avenue/Oakley Road 
Junction 19

Concern about loss of on street parking and bus layby 17
Requested for more information on the scheme’s justification 16
Concern about the scheme's connection to the Railway Station 11
Concern about lighting/personal security along existing route 11
Not supportive of proposed changes to carriageway 10
suggestion to improve/replace scheme with a bus service 8
Complaint about the detail of the information in the public engagement 4
Concerns about vehicle speeds on Oakley Road 4
Request not to fill in the Oakley Road underpass 3
Complaint / concern about surface quality of existing facility 3
Request for more/relocate existing cycle parking 3
Concern about provision of E-Scooter parking 3
Not supportive of proposed changes to Signalised pedestrian crossings 1

LEVEL OF RESPONSE



SUMMARY

RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the responses received during the public engagement event.  The stakeholders 
and local community are not fully supportive of the scheme’s concept in its current format.

The reasons for the lack of support appear to be based around the estimated 
cost of the scheme, a view that the existing facilities are sufficient and that 
the money for the scheme should be allocated to other sources.

While these responses are valid, NNC will still need to consider: 

 9 that other associated construction works are required e.g., drainage improvements

 9 the significant rise in material and construction costs over recent months and how at this 
early stage in design a significant amount of risk is calculated into the costs estimate.

 9 that the existing facilities may be satisfactory for one group of people there 
are other groups/users that may find them to be unacceptable

 9 how the funds from central government are used to ensure they meet specific criteria.

 9 Review the safety concerns regarding 
the East Avenue/Oakley Road 
junction. Investigating alternative 
options for the proposed scheme.

 9 Review the surface condition of 
the existing facilities within the 
scheme’s extent for all user groups, 
investigating alternative options 
for the proposed scheme.

 9 Review the safety concerns regarding 
the existing lighting within the scheme’s 
extent investigating alternative 
options for the proposed scheme.

 9 Determine the feasibility and 
practicalities of providing an 
alternative accessible access to the 
railway station for all user groups and 
pedestrian/cyclists desire lines.

 9 Undertake an accessibility assessment of 
the proposed changes to the signalised 
crossing and possible closure of the 
underpass beneath Oakley Road.

 9 Review the scope to build on / 
improve the existing facilities.

 9 Provide better clarity around the costs of 
the scheme with a view to achieving more 
improvement for the same or less cost.

 9 In consideration of the above, undertake 
a value engineering review of the concept 
design to increase its value to users.

However, this does not mean that these comments should not be considered in the next stage 
and possible amendments to the scheme to reflect the feedback.  Based on the feedback it is 
suggested that the schemes design and features are reviewed, focusing on the following areas.



NEXT STEPS

Proposed to be 
commence by Next Steps

Jan/Feb 2023 Relevant engagement comments incorporated into the concept designs

Feb/March 2023 Cost analysis conducted on new concept designs

March 2023 Business case update

TBC Await DLUHC’s decision 

April 2023 Publish proposed amendments to the projects to the public

Summer/Autumn 
2023 Detailed design stage 

Autumn/winter 2023 Public consultation conducted

Spring 2024 Works commence

Concept 
design

Cost 
analysis

Publish 
proposed 
amendments

Detail 
design

Work 
commence

Business 
case 
update

Await 
DLUHC’s 
decision

Public 
consultation


